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Circa 1966:  

When David 

and Mary Alyce 

moved to 

Minnesota

Entrance 

Stories:  David 

Pearson



1978:  Jane was in 

her 3rd year as a 

PhD student

Entrance 

Stories:  Jane 

Hansen



The effects of grammatical 

complexity on children’s 

comprehension, recall and 

conception of semantic relations. 

A Dissertation submitted to the 

Faculty of the Graduate School, 

University of Minnesota, by P. 

David Pearson,1969



The inferential comprehension of 

second grade children

A Dissertation submitted to the 

Faculty of the Graduate School, 

University of Minnesota, by Jane 

Hansen,1979



Teaching Reading 

Comprehension

P. David Pearson and 

Dale Johnson

Holt, Rinehart & 

Winston, 1978





 Pearson, P.D., Hansen, J., & Gordon, C. (1979).  
The effect of background knowledge on young 
children’s comprehension of explicit and implicit 
information.  Journal of Reading Behavior, 11, 
201-210.



NRC Yearbook:  1978 and 1979



On the way to Illinois:  1979



Author’s Chair



 1984: Handbook of Reading Research





CIERA School Change Project with Barbara 

Taylor, Debra Peterson, and Michael 

Rodriguez







Mentors matter

Mentors know when to let go

Colleagues matter

Friendships endure

Serendipity often trumps 

planning


