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Conversational Move | Definition Example (Student talk) Scaffolds (Teacher talk)
Restating Repeating a previous contribution | Linda said that the fish was sad, Can someone say that in a different way?
because he was lonely.
Inviting Inviting a participant to contribute | I’d like to hear what George thinks. Do you want to invite anyone else to add to what you

said?

Acknowledging or

Recognizing a response without

I can see why you said that.

Do you get what Juan is trying to say here?

validating agreeing or disagreeing I get what you’re saying.
I hadn’t thought of that.
Focusing/refocusing Making a metacomment about the | We were talking about the reasons that | I think I’ve lost track of the question we were trying to
course of the conversation Frank ran away from home. answer. Can anyone help me here?
Agreeing I agree, because... Does anyone agree with Juan? (agreeing)
Yeah.
That’s right, because...
Disagreeing I see what you’re saying, but... Does anyone want to disagree?
But what about...? Does anyone see it another way?
I disagree, because... Do you all see this the same way as Juan?
Elaborating Extending one’s own or another’s | I agree with Juan that the fish was Does anyone want to say something more about that?

assertion

lonely, and I think that he...
Also...

Who can think of another solution or another reason?

Requesting clarification or
elaboration

What do you mean? Can you say more
about that? What makes you think that?

Does anyone want to raise any questions about the point
that Juan is trying to make?
Anyone find anything confusing in this part of the story?

Providing an example

Providing an example from inside
of the text or outside to support
one’s own or another’s assertion.
Examples can be explanatory or
evidentiary

For example...
It’s like when...

Can you give an example of ... from the story?

Has anything like this ever happened to you or someone
you know?

Can you think of an example from another story by this
author?

Signaling a change

Changing the direction of the
conversation

I want to talk about the mother.

Does anyone want to change the subject?
Are you ready to move on?
Does anyone want to ask a different question?

Providing evidence

Supporting one’s own or
another’s assertions with evidence

I agree with Julie that the fish was sad.
You can see his sad face in the picture
on page 3.

Why do you think that?

Anything in the story to support that idea?

Can you point to something in the text that makes you
think that?

Posing a question to the
group

Does anyone think...?

Do you have a question for the group?




